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ration; which opinion inajr be enter- 
taiuetl without impiety. The allusion 
I take to be to the famous Jubilee 
proclaimed by Edward 111. in the 50th 
year of his reign, when that great 
king, full of years and honour, was 
preparing to take leave of the world. 

Timers new year's sand nine turns 
shali see — The above verses, in my 
explanation, describe the opening of 
the present century, nine years turns 
from which brings us to 1309. fn 
tiiat year, his majesty, if he live 
to the wishes of his subjects^ irill 
accomplish the jtfdeth year of hk 
reign, and may have 3 second scep- 
tered jubilee. What follows, when 
grey (or age) is to be succeeded by 
green (or youth) 1 will not pursue ; 
/laving arrived at the point 1 most 
earnestly wish for, and with which 
I shall be content. Some of your 
readers may perhaps remark, that 
the year alluded to is just one cen- 
tury beyond that of Swift's explana- 
tion of another prophecy of Merlin's ; 
but with that 1 have nothing to do, 
further than to observe, that Dr. 
John^n, in writing of it, say«, that 
U cannot be read without amazement. 
J am, sir, your constant reader, 
OsiRis. 
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SIR, 



A RESIDENCE of eight 4ay«, 
,in the town of Ballymena, en- 
abled me to write the followiug acr 
count of it, which I jjow send you 
for insertion in your Miscellany, if 
you think it worthy of a place. 

Ballymena is situated 00 a rising 
groun?l, about 21 miles N.W. of 
Belfast, it consists of four principal, 
and several smaller streets, and con- 
tains about 2500 inhabitants, the 
bouses are built of stone, and have 
been lately very much improved. — 
it was foriflerly called Kiln-hiU'town, 
and_ consisted Qriginally of a tew 
cabins and a kiln for drying corn ; 
I. observed two houses which are 
siid to be very old, and are of ve^y 
cui-ious construction, one end of the 
front bekig built in the lorm of the 
gable end of a common house and 



containing a very old fashioned win- 
dow. A market-house, was tirst built 
here in 1680 ; the present one, with 
a stee)>le of about 60 feet high, stands 
in the centre of the town, upon the 
site of the old one : here are three housr 
es of worship, vi^. a church, a pres- 
byterian meeting-house, and a mer 
thodiftt bou»e ; the. river Braid which 
rises in the Claggan mountains, about 
seven miles from t^e to«Vn, flows 
throMgh it and join; ^e M»in near 
Gracehill, it is well stocked with 
trout, doloehan, &c. near this is 3 
Danish rath, now called the moat, 
from which 's an excellent view of 
Mr. Adair's (the proprietor of the 
estate) house and demesne ; the house 
is very popr, but in a good situation, 
1 w^s told that a better one wbicli 
stood here, was some years ago 
destroyed by fire, ijere is an ex- 
cellent weekly market for J wide 
linens, cows, horses, &<;. 1 have 
great pleasure in mentionipg that it 
IS in contemplation to h^ve lamps 
erected in thedifferent|^ti¥ets, and it i$ 
highly creditable to the inhabitants 
that they seem uiianiiDous in their 
wishes for its accomplishment. £ . 



To the Editor of tlie Belfiut Magazine 



To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. sir 



WHEN au author comes for- 
ward to communicate to the 
public, what he calls discoveries or 
inventions ; he is supposed to have 
taken his ground dehbecatejy, and 
to have previously made himself ac- 
quainted with tliose inventions, that 
preceded his own in the same line : 
the less apology will therefore be 
due, for the following observations on 
a paper signed " JobRider,"yi)a,Kh ap- 
peared in ypur Magazine ^r June last. 
'I'he hydrometer has hitherto been 
CQnfinfd to one use, byt this author 
has enumerated no less than four 
uses to which it is applicable, viz. 
" its accuracy in showing the specir 
fjc gravity of fluids," second, "its 
use in showing the temperature, iij 
tl^ same n)apner as the thermometer,'* 
third, ' • hovi^ it m^y be made to act 
as a barosccpe ;" and {^uctljt, " bow 
it is convertible into » barottieter," 
" In the course of business I made 
au hydrometer, of which the ball 



